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August  6,  106?,  source  T~i  advised  iso  had 
any  activities  la  Chiba  cm  the  part  of  Pit; 
eittaeas  looking  toward  a  plot’  to  assist 
i  of  Argentina  in  ovoi'tliresfiag  the  present 


Cuban 


said  that  to  hie  knowledge,  the  <mlf  Argentine 


at  '©a®  tins  Minister  of.  the  interior  in  the  Ctoveriment  of 
Source  said,  that  he  had  had  occasion  to  apeak  with  OOSUaiGBi- about 
two.  months  ago  and  that  while  the  latter  la  quit©  hitter  against  - 
tto.pmaitaS&- Argentina  Government,  he  gave  -no  indication  of  having 
any  plana  to  aid  la  the  revolution  in  Argentina.  Shores  ©Aid  that  "■  ■  , 
BGRUilfGHl  was  making  application  for  a  Cuban  travel  document  called 
A  Certificate  of  Identity  and  Transit  for  himself  and  his  family 
at  the  time  mourns*  saw  him*  fiOSUOKBR:  told  source  that  the  Argentine  — 
Embassy  in  Havana  had  refused' to  issue  passports'' 'for  bins elf  and  -his  >. 
family..'  ' 

■  Scmre©  described  mSE  PAW®  MMA  m  a  vociferous  politician  i 
and  radio  commentate?  who  at  the- preset  time  is  a  leader  of  the  I 
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Director,  FBI  (109-12-201)  August  8,  195? 

Legal  Attache,  Havana ,  Cuba  (103-263) 

0'  ;  ■  . 

FOREIGN  POLITICAL  MATTERS  -  ARGENTINA 
INTERNAL  SECURITY  -  ARGENTINA 


ReBulet  6-28-57  to  the  Newark  Office.  Attached  are  nine 
copies  of  a  memorandum  setting  forth  results  of  investigation  in 
Havana,  as  well  as  nine  copies  of  a  letterhead  memorandum  describing Ffe 
the  source.  \> 

_ : flnirm?*  T— 1 In  t bn  ntfnnhnri  mamnynniinm  lit _ _ ^ 

I  whose  identity  has  been  'b7D 

concealed  in  accordance  with  existing  Bureau  instructions. 

■  .  ■"  ,  •  -I' 

Extra  copies  of  this  letter  are  attached  in  the  event  the 
Bureau' desires  to  furnish  them,  together  with  copies  of  the  attached^ 
memorandum ,  to  the  Chicago,  Miami,  Newark  and  New  York  Offices.  | 
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President 
Minister  of 
Minister  of 
Minister  of 
Minister  of 
Minister  of 
Minister  of 
Minister  of 
Minister  of 
Minister  of 


\ 

Foreign  Affairs 
Agriculture  &  Industries 
Economy  and  Finance 
Government  and  Justice 
Labor  &  Social  Welfare 
Public  Education  \ 
Public  Health 
Public  Security 
Public  Works 


# 


V-- 


Jose  FIGUERES  Ferrer 

Mario  GOMEZ  Calvo 

Teodoro  QUIROS  Castro 

Lie.  Raul  HESS  Estrada 

Lie.  Alfredo  TOSI  Bonilla 

Otto  FALLAS  Monge 

Uladislao  GAMEZ  Solano 

Dr.  Maximo  TERAN  Vails 

Col.  Domingo  GARCIA  Villalobos 

Carlos  ESPINACH  Escalante 
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President 


Prime  Minister 


Foreign  Minister 


Fulgencio  BATISTA  y  Zaldivar 
Andres  RIVERO  Aguero 

it 

Gonzalo  GUELL  y  Morales  de  los  Rios 


Minister  of  Interior 


Santiago  REY  Perna 


Minister  of  Defense 


Santiago  VEHDEJA  Neyra 


Minister  of  Finance 
Minister  of  Justice 


Justo  GARCIA  Rayneri . 
Cesar  CAMACHO  Covani 


Minister  of  Agriculture 
Minister  of  Public  Works 


Minister  of  Commerce 


Fidel  BARRETO 
Nicolas  ARROYO  Marquez 
Raul  MENCCAL 


Minister  of  Labor 


Jose  SUAREZ  Rivas 


Minister  of  Education 


Jorge  GARCIA  Montes 


Minister  of  Health 


Carlos  SALAS  Humara 
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Minister  of  Communications 


Minister  of  Transportation 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Presidency 


Ministers  Without  Portfolio 


Ram6n  VASCONCELOS 

Mario  COBAS  Reyes 

Andres  DOMINGO  Morales  del.':. 
Castillo 

Gustavo  GUTIERREZ  Sanchez 
Amadeo  LOPEZ  Castro 
Jorge  L.  BARROSO 
Julia  Elisa  CONSUEGRA 
Jose  PEREZ  Gonzalez 
Pastor  TORRES  Sanchez 
Pablo  CARRERA  Justiz 
Jose  PARDO  Jimenez 
Mario  LEYBA 
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ReBulet  5-7-56  to  Legat,  Paris,  captioned  "Espionage 
and  Foreign  Intelligence  Matters"  (Buf ile  66-6200-65) . 


During  the  course  of  the  Inspection  of  the  Havana  Office  < 

in  October,  1957,  the  Inspector  suggested  that  for  one  time  only 
the  next  semiannual  reporting  in  the  files  on  Foreign  Political 
Matters  and  Foreign  Intelligence  Matters,  that  a  more  detailed  ; 

summary,  including  data  already  furnished  the  Bureau  in  other  ' 

files,  be  submitted.  It  was  also  suggested  that  this  summary 
be  presented  to  the  Bureau  to  include  both  political  and  intelligence  ^ 
matters  subdivided  in  headings  and  that  a  copy  be  placed  in  each  of 
the  two  files.  , 


In  accordance  With  the  Inspector's  instructions,  there  > 

are  attached  four  copies  of  a  memorandum  dated  12-2-57  and  captioned  \ 
"Cuba."  It  will  be  noted  that  this  memorandum  has  been  broken  down 
into  a  political  section  and  an  intelligence  section. 

Four  copies  of  this  letter  are  being  furnished  in  order 
that  two  copies,  together  with  two  copies  of  the  attached  memorandum, 
may  be  placed  in  the  Bureau’s  file  on  Foreign  Political  Matters  -  Cuba  I 
and  two  copies  of  each  can  be  placed  in  the  Bureau's  file  on  Foreign 
Intelligence  Matters  -  Cuba. 


In  accordance  With  the  instructions  given  by-,  the  Inspector, 
separate  letters  will  be  submitted  on  this  matter  in  the  future. 
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December  2,  1957 


Following  the  overthrow  of  Dictator  GERARDO  MACHADO  in 
August,  1933,  (Juba  went  through  a  series  of  temporary  and  provisional 
governments  untm  1940.  Always  in  the  background  of  these  governments 
during  this  period  was  FULGENC 1 0fj6AT I STA^f  ZALDI VAR ,  who  had  been  a 
Sergeant  in  the. Cuban  Army  at  the  time  that  MACHADO  was  forced  to  give 
up  the  government  and  who  developed  into  something  of  a  strong  man  in 
the  ensuing  period. 

Following  the  adoption  of  a  Constitution  in  1940,  BATISTA 
was  elected  P^eaijieni^of  Cuba  and  served  a  four-year  term  ending  in 
1944.  pbvtTKr  S 

In  the  elections  of  1944,  BATISTA' s  hand  picked  candidate, 

Dr.  CARLOS  SALADRIGAS,  was  defeated  by  Dr.  RAMON  GRAU  SAN  MARTIN,  who 
headed  the  Partido  Revolucionario  Cubano  (Autentico) .  GRAU' s  administra 
tion  from  1944  to  1948  was  marked  by  a  period  of  post  war  prosperity  and 
for  this  reason  he  acquired  great  popularity  with  the  people. 

In  1948,  CARLOS  PRIO  SOC ARRAS,  PRC (A)  candidate,  was  elected 
for  a  four-year  term.  PRIO's  administration  was  marked  by  relative 
prosperity,  but  also  by  large  amounts  of  graft  on  the  part  of  high 
government  officials,  including  PRIO  himself. 

In  preparation  for  the  general  elections  scheduled  to  be  held 
on  June  1,  1952,  there  were  three  leading  candidates  for  President  of 
Cuba:  ROBERTO  AGRAMONTE,  representing  the  so-called  Ortodoxo  Party; 

CARLOS  HEVIA,  representing  the  PRC(A);  and  FULGENC 10  BATISTA  ZALDIVAR, 
whose  Party  was  known  as  the  Partido  Accion  Progresista.  In  the  months 
leading  up  to  the  election  date,  it  became  rather  apparent  that 
AGRAMONTE  would  probably  win  the  election  due  to  the  unpopularity  of 
the  PRC (A)  caused  by  the  large  amounts  of  graft  mentioned  above  and 
the  personal  unpopularity  of  the  Party  candidate  HEVIA,  and  due  to 


'  With  this  situation  existing,  BATISTA,  together  with  a | 
small  group  of  Cuban  Army  of f i cers  and  ex-of fie er  s ,  in  t h e  early, 
morning  hours  of  March  10,  1952,  staged  an  almost  bloddless-.  coup  d ’  eta.t 
and.  took  over  the  government  of  Cuba.  With  this  date  as  a  starting 
point ,  it  is  desired,  to  set  forth  below  in  a  chronological  sequence  * 
a  summary  of  events  of  a  political  nature  which  have  occurred  since  ' 
the  date  BATISTA  returned  to  power.  -  ‘ 

Chronology:  -  :  ’ "  ;  ;  '•  •  ••  •  '  •  •• 

' . / “  •  1952  :.  ■  /■' 

May  .  5r— A  Cuban  Army  source  reported  receipt. 'of,  inf orniat. ion 
to  the  effect^ that  several  Cubans  in  Miami  were  planning  an  " 
assassination  attempt  against  President  BATISTA  in  an  effort 
to  overthrow  his  government  .  As  will'  be  shown,  this  was.  the 
first  report', in  a  long  list  of  numerous  such  rumors  in  this 
vein.  ;■  '■ :  •*'  :  v-.- 


December  i9--Local  authorities;  at.  Mamaroheck,  ^New  York, 
arrested  several  Cubans  and  an  American  and  Seized  a  large 
quantity  of  arms,  which  were  reported  to  be  destined  for  use 
in  a  Cuban  revolutionary  .attempt.  It. was  also  reported  that 
a  63  foot  ship  designed  for  use  by  the  Cuban  revolutionaries 
was  located  by  the  authorities.  :.,v. 

.  ~  •  ;'.'T  1953  • ' '  "  _  V/V* • 

April  5 — ;A  group  of  about  sixty  persons,  mostly  University 
students,  headed  by'  University  of  Havana  Professor.  RAFAEL 
GARCIA  BARCENAS,  were  arrested  in  the  vicinity  of .Camp 
Columbia,  headquarters  of  the  Cuban  Army  in  Havana  *  .„  It  ■ 
was  reported  that  this, group  had  planned  to  attack  the 
Camp .  '•  " •" 


May  21 — GARCIA  BARCENAS,  mentioned  above,  was  sentenced  to 
serve  two  years  for  his  participation  in  the  alleged  conspiracy 
mentioned  above;  A  number  of  other  individuals  were  sentenced 
to  serve  lesser  terms.  "  \ 

May  28— Ex-President  CARLOS  PRIO  SOCARRAS,  who  had  gone  into  I 
exile  in  r Mexico  following  the  March  10  coup  d’etat  of  BATISTA  • 
and  wlio  had  subsequently  moved  to  the  United  States  traveled 
to  Montreal,  Canada,  for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  meeting  with 
representatives  of  the  PRC  (A)  and  Ortodoxo  Parties.  : 


r 


*>  ¥■  '  9 


June  3— The  group  meeting  in  Montreal  made  a  public 
announcement  proposing  a  basis  for  a  national  formula 
to  settle  the  Cuban  problem  based  on  the  re-establishment 
of  the  Constitution  of  1940,  which  had  been  suspended  by  * 
BATISTA  at  the  time  he  took  over  the  government  on  March  10, 
1952.  It  was  stated  that  the  BATISTA  Government  did  not 
have  the  capacity  for  carrying  out  elections  and  it  was 
deemed  indispensable  that  a  provisional  government  be 
organized  to  supervise  elections.  The  declaration  also 
condemned  personal  assassination  attempts  and  terrorist 
activities. 

These  declarations  were  issued  in  the  form  of  a 
signed  document  dated  June  2,1953,  which  was  called 
the  "Montreal  Charter'/  and  it  was  signed  by  numerous 
representatives  of  the  PRC (A)  and  Ortodoxo  Parties. 

July  26 — A  large  group  of  young  men,  headed  by  FIDEL 
CASTRO  RUZ,  at  about  5:00  a.m.  began  to  infiltrate 
and  attack  the  Cuban  Army  fortress  kno\ra  as  Cuartel 
Moncada,  which  is  located  on  the  outskirts  of  Santiago 
de  Cuba.  This  attack  was  almost  successful  and,  according 
to  published  reports,  76  persons  were  killed  and  36  were 
wounded  before  the  attackers  we;re  driven  off  by  the  Cuban 
Army.  FIDEL  CASTRO  himself  was  successful  in  escaping,  but 
was  later  captured,  tried  and  sentenced  to  a  long  term  in 
prison.  He  did  not  complete  this  sentence,  being  released 
under  a  general  amnesty  law  issued  by  the  BATISTA  Government 
at  a  later  date. 

November  27 — One  JOSE  MARIO  FORTUNY  RODRIGUEZ  was  shot  and 
killed  by  members  of  the  Cuban  Army  Military  Intelligence 
Service  (SIM).  FORTUNY  was  an  associate  of  AURELIANO  SANCHEZ 
ARANGO,  onetime  Minister  of  Education  in  the  PRIO  Government 
and  one  of  the  principal  leaders  in  revolutionary  activities 
against  the  BATISTA  Government.  Although  it  was  officially 
reported  by  the  government  that  FORTUNY  was  killed  when  he 
resisted  arrest  and  opened  fire  on  the  SIM  agents,  it  subse¬ 
quently  developed  that  he  had  been  killed  during  the  course 
of  an  interview  at  SIM  headquarters.  His  death  is  mentioned 
only  because  it  was  the  first  case  of  a  member  of  the  opposition 
being  deliberately  killed  by  government  agents.  There  have  been 
numerous  such  deaths  since  that  time. 
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December  4 — Ex-President  PRIO  and  several  of  his  followers 
were  arrested  in  Miami  by  U.  S.  Customs  Agents  and  charged 
with  purchasing  rifles  to  be  exported  to  Cuba  without 
licenses.  These  arrests  grew  out  of  an  indictment  by  a 
Federal  Grand  Jury  in  New  York.  This  was  the  first  formal 
accusation  made  against  PRIO  in  the  United  States,  although 
the  Cuban  Government  had  been  alleging  that  he  was  conspiring 
against  this  government  practically  ever  since  March  10,  1952. 

1954 

September  7 — Ex-President  PRIO  and  his  former  Interior  Minister, 
SEGUNDO  CURTI ,.  entered  pleas  of  nolo  contendre  in  Federal  Court 
in  New  York  City  on  charges  of  conspiring  to  escort  arms  and 
war  materials  from  the  United  States  to  Cuba  in  violation  of 
the  U.  S.  Neutrality  Act.  PRIO  was  fined  $9,000  and  CURTI 
$6,000. 

November  1 — General  elections  were  held  in  Cuba.  The  only 
opposition  candidate  who  had  announced  for  President  against 
BATISTA  was  ex-President  RAMON  GRAU  SAN  MARTIN,  It  was  the 
general  concensus  of  opinion  that  if  free  and  honest  elections 
were  held,  GRAU  would  easily  defeat  BATISTA.  BATISTA  apparently 
recognized  this  fact  and  in  the  months  preceding  the  elections, 
the  Cuban  Army  and  police  did  everything  possible  to  frighten 
and  intimidate  GRAU  followers.  These  actions  included  allega¬ 
tions  of  beatings,  withholding  of  the  voters'  electoral  carnets 
and  other  such  tactics.  As  a  result,  three  days  before  elections 
were  to  be  held,  GRAU  announced  his  withdrawal  from  the  Presi¬ 
dential  race  and  urged  his  followers  not  to  go  to  the  polls. 
BATISTA,  without  opposition  and  aided  and  abetted  by  the  strong- 
arm  tactics  of  the  military  authorities  and  of  his  followers, 
was  easily  elected  President  for  a  four-year  term  to  begin  on 
February 24,  1955.  ‘ 


1955 

February  24 — In  the  early  morning  of  this  date  Cuban  police 
seized  a  large  quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition,  including 
about  40  machine  guns,  2,000  hand  grenades  and  other  assorted 
arms  and  ammunition.  At  the  same  time  they  shot  and  killed  a 
well-known  Cuban  gangster  and  revolutionary  named  ORLANDO  LEON 
LEMUS.  Other  than  this  the  inauguration  of  President  BATISTA 
to  begin  his  four-year  term  went  off  on  this  date  without 
incident . 


August.  ll--Ex-President  PRIO  returned  to  Havana  from  >"  .  T. 

Miami; on  this  date.  This  return  followed  a  series  of 
negotiations  with  his  followers  and  the  Cuban  Government. 

Although  PRIO  publicly  announced  that  he  was  returning  ,  ; 

to  Cuba  to  look  for  a  peaceful  solution  to  the. Cuban 
v problem,  there  was  considerable  conjecture  that  he  was 
returning  to  lead  revolutionary  activities  of  his  followers.. 

‘  1956  S'  ;  '  ;  '  ;  '  ! '  V'-;;'- 

April  .2-3--A  number  of  high  ranking  officers  of  the  Cuban 
Army  ,  headed  by  Colonel  RAMOl^ffe^QUIN,  Cuban  Military  :  .  '  ' L-J/i i. 
Attache  to.  Washington  ...were  arrested  and  charged  with  ~  [ 

conspiring. against  the-  government .  This  was  considered  . 

extremely  significant  in  that  it  wars  the  first  time  that  •  ; 

there  had  been  allegations  of  any.  large  scale  conspiracy 
within  the  Armed  Forces,  which, had  always  been  BATISTA'S 
mainstay  in  continuing  himself  in  power. 

April  9— Thirteen  officers,  including  Colonel  BARQUIN, 
were  tried  by  Summary  Court.  Martial,  were  convicted;  and 
given  sentences  ranging  from  four  to  six  years  each.  In 
addition,  a  number  of  officers  aud  soldiers,  who.  were 
arrested  but  released  for  lack  of  evidence,  were  subsequently 
retired  from  the  Army.  :  • 

April  29 — A  small  group  of  oppositionists  attacked  the  Cuban. 

Army  fortress  called  Cuartel  Goicuria  at  Matanzas,  Cuba, 
about  sikty  miles  from  Havana..  The  attack  was  repulsed  and 
they  reported  thirteen  of  the  attackers  were  killed.  . 

May  9— The  then  Chief  of  the  Cuban  National  Police,  Brigadier 
General  RAFAEL  . SALAS  CANIZARES,  called  on  ex-P.resident  PRIO 
at  the  latter's  country  home  outside  Havana  and  forced  PRIO 
to  accompany  him  to  the  airport  where  PRIO  was  placed  aboard 
a  plane  for  Miami.  The  official  announcements, of  the  govern-  .. 
ment  alleged  that  this  action  was  taken  because  PRIO  was  again 
conspiring  to  overthrow  the  BATISTA  Government. 

.October  28— In  the  early  morning  hours  on  this  date  Colonel 
ANTONIO  BLANCO  RICO,  Chief  of  the  Cuban  Army  Military  Intelligence 
Service,  was  shot  and  killed  in  a  downtown  Havana  night  club  and 
several  persons  accompanying  him  were  wounded.  This  was  the 
first  individual  assassination  attempt  against  any  high  official  ' 
of  the  Cuban  Government.  :  • .  V  ■ 
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October  29— Brigadier  General  RAFAEL  SALAS  CANIZARES, 

Chief  of  the  Cuban  National  Police,  called  at  the  Haitian 
Embassy  in  Havana  where  he  was  allegedly  met  by  gunfire  from 
within  the  Embassy.  In  the  ensuing  gun  battle  SALAS  CANIZARES 
was  seriously  wounded  and  some  ten  Cuban  oppositionists,  who 
had  taken  exile  in  the  Haitian  Embassy,  were  killed.  This 
resulted  in  a  strong  diplomatic  protest  from  the  Haitian 
Government.  Exact  facts  as  to  just  what  went  on  at  the 
Haitian  Embassy  have  never  been  made  known  and  there  have 
been  varying  versions  as  to  just  what  occurred  there. 


October  31 — General  SALAS  CANIZARES  died  of. wounds  received 
at  the  Haitian  Embassy  on  October  29  and  was  succeeded  as 
Chief  of  tire_ Cuban1_Nat tonal  Police  by  Brigadier  General 
HERNANDQ&HERNANDEZVHERNANDEZ . 


November  30 — A  group  of  young  men  belonging  to  the  26th  of 
July  Movement  (this  movement  takes  its  name  from  the  July 
26,  1953,  attack  on  the  Moneada  fortress  at  Santiago  de 
Cuba)  attacked  the  respective  headquarters  of  the  National 
and  Maritime  Police  in  Santiago  de  Cuba.  They  were  success¬ 
ful  in  taking  and  holding  both  headquarters  for  some  time 
and  in  burning  the  headquarters  of  the  National  Police.  The 
Cuban  Army  was  eventually  successful  in  regaining  control  of 
the  situation  and  report ed/6asualties  were  relatively  small. 


December  2— FIDEL  CASTRO  RUZ,  leader  .  of  th,e.J2j6th_  of.  July  V 
Movement ,  and  some  80  of  his  followers  made  a  landing  on  / 
the 'south  coast  of  Oriente  Province,  Cuba ,  from  a  yacht 
called  the  "Gramma"  which  they  had  traveled  from  Mexico., 
on.  It  subsequently  developed  thdt  this  landing  was  to 
have  been  coordinated  with  the  November  30  uprising  in 
Santiago  de  Cuba,  but  due  to  circumstances  beyond  their 
control  they  did  not  arrive  until  December  2.  There  were 
numerous  rumors  that  CASTRO  had  been  killed  in  this  landing; 
however,  this  was  subsequently  proved  to  be  untrue. 

March  13— A  group  of  approximately  40  PRIO  followers  led 
by  ex-rCongressman  MEJTELAO^MORA  attacked  the  Presidential  <3  )/  £• , 
Palace  in  downtown  Havana.  The  group  was  successful  in 
penetrating  the  Palace  and  but  for  the  lack  of  proper 
organization  would  probably  have  killed  President  BATISTA, 
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who  was  in  the  Palace  at  the  time.  The  attack  was 
eventually  repulsed  by  the  Palace  garrison  and  re¬ 
inforcements  from  Camp  Columbia  and  practically  the 
entire  group  of  attackers,  including  MENELAO  MORA, 

I  ,j  was  killed.  Simultaneous f with  the  attack,  a  small 
ftsjVv  grouP>  led  by  JOSI^ECHEVARRIA ,  President  of  the  Havana 
( v i-  7  University,  Students  Federation,  took  over  ,  a  ioca^  radio 
station  and  announced  that  BATISTA  was  dead.  ECHEVARRIA 
was  intercepted  by  police  after  he  left  the' -radio ^  station 
and  was  killed.  '  ' 

April  20 — The  police  shot  and  killed  four  individuals  who 
allegedly  were  resisting  arrest.  Included  in  this  group  \ 

was  FRUCTUOSO  RODRIGUEZ  PEREZ,  President  of.  the  Havana 
University  Students  Federation  who  succeeded  JOSE  ECHEVARRIA, 
mentioned  above.  Also  kilted  was  JUAN  PEDRO  CARBO  SERVIA, 
who  had  been  accused  by  Cuban  authorities  of  having  assassinated 
Colonel  ANTONIO  BLANCO  RICO,  Chief  of  the  Military  Intelligence 
Service. 

A 

t 

May  24 — A  group  of  some  27  men,  headed  by  one  CALIXTO  SANCHEZ 
WHITE,,  made  a  landing  on  the  north  coast  of  Orient e  Province, 
Cuba,  from  a  boat  called  the  "Corinthea. "  Investigation 
indicated  that  this  group,  members  of  which  were  followers 
of  ex-President  PRIO,  had  departed  from  Miami  on  May  19,  1957. 

It  was  subsequently  announced  by  the  Cuban  Government  that  16 
members  of  this  group,  including  CALIXTO  SANCHEZ  WHITE,  had 
engaged  in  combat  with  the  Cuban  Army  and  had  been  killed. 

Fairly  reliable  information  received  at  a  later  date  indicated 
that  the  group  of  16  had  actually  been  captured  and  had  been 
ordered  executed  by  Colonel  FERMIN  COWLEY,  Chief  of  the  Seventh 
Rural  Guard  Regiment  of  the  Cuban  Army  'with  headquarters  at 
Holguin,  Oriente  Province,  Cuba. 

May  28 — In  the  early  morning  hours  of  this  date  an  extremely 
potent  bomb  was  exploded  beneath  underground  high  tension  cables 
leading  from  the  main  electric  plant  in  downtown  Havana.  A 
large  area  of  the  downtown  section  was  left  without  electricity 
for  approximately  two  days.  Although  large  quantities  of  bombs 
had  been  set  off  by  oppositionists  in  Havana  and  throughout  the 
Island  of  Cuba  on  previous  occasions,  this  was  the  first  instance 
in  which  the  oppositionists  were  successful  in  doing  serious 
damage. 
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August  1— Recently  arrived  American  Ambassador  to  Cuba, 

EARL  E.  T.  SMITH,  made  a  courtesy  visit  to  Santiago  de 
Cuba.  A  group  of  some  200  women  oppositionists  attempted 
to  present  Ambassador  SMITH  with  a  document  protesting 
repressive  activities  of  the  Cuban  Government.  This 
demonstration  was  broken  up  by  members  of  the  Cuban 
Army  and  police,  which  led  to  a  public  statement  by 
Ambassador  SMITH  which  was  somewhat  critical  of  the 
Army  and  police  action.  On  the  same^date  and  for 
independent  reasons,  a  general  strike  was  started  in 
Santiago  which  in  the  next  few  days  spread  to  other 
parts  of  the  island.  A  general  strike  was  scheduled 
for  Havana  on  August  5,  but  due  to  strong  repressive 
measures  on  the  part  of  the  police,  the  strike  did  not 
prosper  in  Havana  and  this  in  turn  resulted  in  the 
colapse  of  the  strike  in  other  parts  of  the  island. 

September  5 — Some  of  the  members  of  the  Cuban  Navy  detach¬ 
ment  at  Cienfuegos,  Las  Villas  Province,  Cuba,  staged  an 
uprising  and  took  over  the  Navy  Headquarters  in  Cienfuegos. 
They  were  joined  by  members  of  the  26th  of  July  Movement 
and  were  successful  in  taking  over  National  Police  Head¬ 
quarters  in  Cienfuegos  and  controlling  the  city  until  the 
afternoon  of  September  5  when  Army  reinforcements,  aided 
by  strafing  planes  of  the  Cuban  Air  Force,  were  successful 
in  recapturing  the  city.  This,  of  course,  led  to  a  large 
scale  purge  in  the  Cuban  Navy  and  a  number  of  Naval  officers 
and  enlisted  men  were  court-martialed  and  convicted.  Others 
were  forcibly  retired.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  according  to 
reliable  information  received,  the  Cienfuegos  uprising  was 
only  a  part  of  an  over-all  general  plan  which  included  an 
uprising  of  the  Navy  in  Havana.  Again,  due  to  lack  of  , 
coordination,  the  general  plan  was  not  carried  out  and 
through  faulty  communications  the  Cienfuegos  group  was 
not  advised  that  the  plan  had  been  postponed. 

November  23— Colonel  FERMIN  COWLEY,  Chief  of  the  Seventh 
Rural  Guard  Regiment  of  the  Cuban  Army  with  headquarters 
at  Holguin,  Or iente  Province,  Cuba,  was  shot  and  killed 
instantly  by  persons  as  yet  unidentified  by  the  Cuban 
Government.  COWLEY  was  the  object  of  extreme  hatred  on 
the  part  of  members  of  the  opposition  because  of  his 
highhanded  tactics  which  included  the  execution  of  more 
than  20  members  of  the  opposition  either  by  shooting  or 
hanging  at  Christmas  time  1956. 
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Apart  from  the  above  chronological  sequence,  it  might 
be  noted  that  from  the  Fall  of  1956  until  about  April,  1957,  a 
group  of  approximately  150  Cubans  were  in  training  in  a  camp  in 
the  Dominican  Republic  for  the  supposed  purpose  of  making  an 
invasion  pi  Cuba./  This  training  camp  was  reported  to  have  grown 
out  o±k  ayrangeme/ts  made  between  ex-President  PRIO  and  (Dictator,) 
RAFAElt|^3E0NIDA^^rRUJILL0  of  the  Dominican  Republic. 

Vague  information  has  also  been  received  that  ex-President 
PRIO  has  endeavored  to  work  out  arrangements  with  the  Haitian  Government 
to  utilize  Haiti  as  a  jumping  off  point  for  an  invasion  of  Cuba. 

Political  Future: 

•  '  The  §ATISTA  Government  has  announced  that  general  elections 

will  be  held  on  June  1,  1958.  In  recent  political  reorganizations 
four  political  parties  belonging  to  the  government  coalition  and  four 
opposition  parties  qualified  to  participate  in  these  general  elections. 
Members  of  the  opposition  with  whom  contact  has  been  had  are  generally 
pessimistic  about  whether:  (a)  The  elections  will  be  held  at  all;  and 
(b)  If  the  elections  are  held,  they  are  extremely  doubtful  that  they 
will  be  honest  elections.  President  BATISTA  has  announced  that  he 
will  not  be  a  candidate,  nor  could  he  be  a  candidate  under  the  present 
Constitution  which  prohibits  any  President  from  succeeding  himself,  but 
there  is  every  indication  that  the  government  intends  to  continue  the 
BATISTA  regime  in  power. 

In  the  event  elections  are  not  held  or  in  the  event  BATISTA 
is  overthrown  or  assassinated  prior  to  the  election  date,  it  is  felt 
that  there  is  no.  one  man  in  Cuba  capable  of  maintaining  control  and 
public  order.  This  leaves  as  an  only  alternative  a  military  junta. 

From  time  to  time  there  have  been  indications  of  increasing  unrest 
in  the  Cuban  Armed  Forces  and  it  is  felt  that  such  a  junta  is  not 
a  too  remote  possibility. 

Intelligence 

Because  of  the  ever  increasing  opposition  to  the  BATISTA 
Government,  Cuban  law  enforcement  and  intelligence  organizations  have 
more  and  more  dedicated  their  time  and  efforts  to  the  investigation  of 
opposition  activities  against  the  BATISTA  Government  and  the  repression 
of  the  same.  Following  is  a  brief  summary  and  outline  of  the  agencies 
engaged  in  investigation  opposition  activity  and  maintaining  law  and 
order  in  Cuba: 


The  Cuban  Array  is  actually  as  much  a  policing  as  a 
military  organization.  Through  its  Rural  Guard  Regiments, 
it  handles  practically  all  investigative  and  police  work 
in  the  interior  of  the  Republic.  The  only  truly  military 
work  presently  being,  carried  on  by  the  Cuban  Array  is  that 
of  approximately  2,000  members  of  the  Army  who  are  in  the 
Sierra  Maestra  Mountain  region  of  Orient e  Province  endeavor¬ 
ing  to  capture  or  kill  FIDEL  CASTRO  and  his  followers,  who 
are  still  holding  forth  in  that  area  following  the  December  2, 
1956,  landing. 

The  Cuban  Army  Military  Intelligence  Service  is  an 
investigative  group  whose  efforts  are  dedicated  almost 
exclusively  to  the  investigation  and  repression  of  the 
activities  of  oppositionists  to  the  BATISTA  Government. 

The  Cuban  National  Police,  while  having  island-wide 
jurisdiction;  is’ mainly,  concentrated  in  the  Havana  area. 

While  members  of  the  National  Police  in  Havana  are  largely  ,,  ; 
used  for  maintaining  law  and  order,  one  group  headed  by 
notorious  Major  ESTEBAN'jpENTURA^’NOVO,  has  been  particularly - 
effective  in  ferreting  out  oppositionists  and  seizing  large 
quantities  of  arms  and  ammunition  in  possession  of  the 
oppositionists. 

The  Department  of  Investigation,  Plain-clothes  Unit 
of  the  National  Police,  also  figures  prominently  in  the 
control  and  the  repression  of  oppositionist  activities. 

The  Bureau  for  the  Repression  of  Communist  Activities 
(BRAC)  was  organized  in  1955  for  the  alleged  purpose  of 
investigating  and  controlling  both  national  and  international 
Communist  activities  in  Cuba.  Its  personnel  at  the  outset 
was  largely  military  and  to  date  it  has  been  a  very  ineffective 
organization  in  carrying  out  its  stated  purpose.  In  recent 
months,  its  original  objective  has  been  almost  completely 
abandoned  and  all  its  efforts  have  been  pointed  toward  the 
repression  of  opposition  activities. 

Other  investigative  agencies  which  are  small  and  rather 
ineffective  are  the  National  Secret  Police,  a  part  of  the 
Ministry  of  the  Interior,  and  the  Judicial  Police  of  the 
Ministry  of  Justice. 


According  to  all  available  information,  the  Cuban 
Government  has  a  rather  effective  intelligence  organization 
in.  Miami  headed  by  the  Cuban  Consul  in  that  city.  This 
organization  exists  for  the  sole  purpose  of  following  Cuban 
oppositionist  activities  in  that  city  and  does  not  appear 
to  be  designed  for  espionage  against  the  United  States  Government 
A  similar,  but  probably  less  effective,  organization  also  appears 
to  "exist  in  New  York  City  under  the  direction  of  the  Cuban  Consul 
there.  (<59  ((J) 
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SAC ya/Z/Z^  (Your  file 


r  DATE : 


£ 


Director,  FBI 


Bufile  and  serial  /&*? 1  ^7^ 


/ 

To/?e/^ i/  'poC<Tsc*^  'rrWS 

ft* 


_  OC<rf/4 

Office  of  Origin: 


1.  (  )  The  deadline  in  this  case  has  passed  and  the  Bureau  has  not 

received  a  report.  You  are  instructed  to  submit  a  report 
immediately.  In  the  event  a  report  has  been  submitted,  you^x 
should  make  a  notation  of  the  date  on  which  it  was  submitted  \ 
on  this  letter  and^return  it  to  the  Bureau,  Room  No.  J 

tJL 

Report  submitted  ... 


~^uL  z/a/rls. 

° 


.b6 

b7C 


Report  will  be  submit ted^^.^^^  _  _ _ 


Reason  for  delay . 

&A 


MARCH  ED.. 

|  SERIALIZED . FILED.. 

WIT'S  - 1958 

,  FBI  -  NEW  YORK 


sz< 


2. 

3.  (  i y' Advise  Bureau  when  report  may  be  expected. 

4.  (  )  Surep  immediately. 

(Place  your  reply  on  this  form  and  return  to  the  Bureau.  Note  on  the 
top  serial  in  the  case  file  the  receipt  and  acknowledgment  of  this  com¬ 
munication.)  ALL  IS<n?0Br''-5!ATI0S‘  COKTMHED  U.  S.  GOVERNMENT  PRINTING  OFFICE:  195«— 0-377906 

HEREIN  IS  lOTCLASSIFIED 


DATE  _ I 


A  $  o  A  6  o 


STANDARD  FORM  NO.  64 


Office  MmiSmim 


UNITED  SI 


'  :  I" 


%  \ 

B:\ 


TO 


DIRECTOR;  FBI  (109-12-210) 


DATE: 


J7ERNMENT 
2/14/58 


FROM^Vafte, 


NEW  YORK  (109-46) 

:  O  '  '  ■  .= 


subject:  FOREIGN  POLITICAL  MATTERS-CUBA 
REGISTRATlOirXCT  ^  “* * 

Rebuiet  2/12/58  and  Department  letter  to  Director  2/6/58 . 

Rev. 


is  identical  with  H6v. 

_ 1  NY  file  97-1450 

1  .  is  laenticai  witnl  1 

I  ITs  identical  with| 

I  ny  me  105-2051 

I 


b6 

b7C 


Immediate  investigation  will  be  instituted  on  individuals 
mentioned  in  Department  letter  2/6/58  and  instructions  contained 
in  Bulet  2/12/5©  will  be  complied  with. 


^/Bureau  (109-12-210)  RM 
-NY  109-46 
1-NY  97-1450 
1-NY  105-28513 
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CHANGED  TO 


AUG  1 1 1958 


